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PREAMBLE: 
• Retests are scheduled as needed and are subject to instructor availability. If a student is 

deemed eligible for a retest, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the ITP 
Coordinator (itpcoordinator@avalancheassociation.ca) to initiate the booking process. 
To complete a retest, the eligible student must also pay the retest fee as outlined on the 
CAA Student Resources webpage. 

• Please note that students are required to read and agree to the Canadian Avalanche 
Association Release of Liability, Waiver of Claims, Assumption of Risk and 
Indemnity Agreement as a condition of participating in any retest. 

Passing Requirements: ITP Courses 
Avalanche Operations Level 1 
To successfully complete and pass the Operations Level 1 course, students must attain a 
minimum of 70% on all assessment categories. Failure in two assessment categories results in 
a failure of the entire course despite an overall mark greater than 70%. This applies to all 
categories except the Hazard Assessment category, a mark below 70% in the Hazard 
Assessment category results in a failure of the entire course. 
 
Retest eligibility: If a student has an overall mark of 70% but has failed one assessment 
category, except the Hazard Assessment category, they are eligible to retest the failed category.  
 
Avalanche Operations Level 2 
Avalanche Operations Level 2 involves both a Course and Assessment component; Operations 
Level 2 students must attend both within two operating seasons and, during the assessment, 
achieve an overall mark of 70% or greater in each of the following assessment categories: 
Avalanche Hazard and Risk Assessment; Written Exam; Snowpack Observation, Analysis and 
Documentation; and Field Risk Assessment and Management.  
 
Below Standard in two or more assessment categories, or Below Standard in Field Risk 
Assessment and Management is considered a fail despite an overall mark greater than 70%, in 
this case student must retake the Assessment portion of the Level 2. 

mailto:itpcoordinator@avalancheassociation.ca
https://www.avalancheassociation.ca/page/Student_Resources?
https://www.avalancheassociation.ca/page/Student_Resources?
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.avalancheassociation.ca/resource/resmgr/itp_/release_-_caa__canadian_aval.pdf
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.avalancheassociation.ca/resource/resmgr/itp_/release_-_caa__canadian_aval.pdf
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Retest eligibility: Level 2 students are eligible for a retest if they fail one evaluation category in 
the assessment component, except for the Field Risk Assessment and Management Category: 

A) If a student has an overall mark of 70% but has failed one of the assessment categories, 
they are eligible for a retest of the failed category, with the exception of the Field Risk 
Assessment and Management Category. 

B) If the student fails to pass either the retest or second attempt at the assessment, they 
must retake both the Level 2 Course and Assessment; a new application may be 
required.  

 
Avalanche Operations Level 3 
To successfully complete and pass the Level 3 course, students must pass both the written and 
oral components of the evaluation. An overall mark of 70% or greater is needed to pass each 
component. 
 
If either the written or oral component is not passed, then the student must do a revision and 
resubmit before the end of October of that year. If this retest is also failed, then the student must 
retake the course in its entirety. 
 
If both the written and oral components are not passed, the student may re-attempt the 
evaluation process by resubmitting both the oral and written components by April 21 of the 
following year. In this case, where both components are being re-tested, if one of these 
components is failed, then the student must retake the course in its entirety. 
 
Avalanche Search and Rescue Level 1 (AvSAR L1) 
To pass AvSAR L1, students must meet the passing requirements in all three assessment 
categories: Pre-Course Learning Checks, Practical Skills Stations and Written Exam. The 
Practical Skills component of AvSAR Level 1 is evaluated through four skill stations: 
Transmit/Receive Check, Initial Responder and Single Burial, Team Member and Multiple 
Burial, and Slalom, Positional Probing and Excavation. Learners must pass all four stations to 
receive a passing grade in the Practical Skills category. More details can be found on the 
AvSAR L1 Assessment Guidelines.  
 
Retest eligibility: Learners are eligible for a retest if they fail one of the following assessment 
components: 

A) The pre-course learning checks, or 
B) The written exam, or 
C) One of the four practical skill station categories.  

 
Learners are also eligible for a retest if they fail both of the following assessment components: 

A) The pre-course learning checks and the written exam.   
 

However, if a learner must retake the entire course if they fail: 
A) Two or more practical skills stations,  
B) The pre-course learning checks and one practical skills station, or 
C) The written exam and one practical skills station.  

 
Retests may be completed during the course if time permits, however in most cases retests will 
need to be booked through the CAA office for a future date.  

https://avalanche.box.com/s/d48p7cy9nbd828k0id486as75k149mfq
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Special Circumstance: AvSAR L1 Retests for Students Registered in an Avalanche 
Operations Level 1 Course 
Within a single ITP course season, if a student is both: 

A) Registered for an Avalanche Operations Level 1 course immediately following an AvSAR 
L1 course, and 

B) Did not pass their original AvSAR L1 but is eligible for a retest, 
the student may proceed with their scheduled Avalanche Operations Level 1 course. Their 
certificates for both courses will be withheld until their AvSAR L1 retest is successfully passed. 
Students in these circumstances have until the end of April during the same season to complete 
their retest and receive both course certificates. No extensions into future winters will be 
granted. 
Students who do not meet both above conditions (for example, if a student fails AvSAR L1 
altogether) will be removed from their scheduled Avalanche Operations Level 1 course and 
refunded in accordance with the ITP Refund and Cancellation Policy. 
 
Avalanche Search and Rescue Level 2 (AvSAR L2) 
Students must complete and pass the pre-course questions, demonstrate all skills listed on the 
AvSAR skills sheet, and meet the standard for the team leader assessment to attain an 
Avalanche Search and Rescue Level 2 certificate. Failure in two of the above assessments 
results is considered a fail. 
 
Retest eligibility: AvSAR L2 students who fail no more than one of the assessment categories 
may retest the previously failed category.  
 
Instructing in Avalanche Terrain – Basic 
Students must obtain a minimum of 70% on all assessment categories to attain the Instructing 
in Avalanche Terrain - Basic certificate. Failure in two assessment categories results in failure of 
the entire course despite a potential overall mark greater than 70%.  
 
Retest eligibility: If a student has failed in one of the assessment categories, they are eligible 
to retest the failed category. This applies to all categories except the Group Management 
assessment category. For example, if a student has an overall mark of 70% but has failed the 
Group Management assessment, the student has failed the entire course. The Field Book 
assessment is an exception to the failing of two categories criterion. If a student fails the field 
book evaluation and another assessment category, they are eligible to retest both categories. 

Instructing in Avalanche Terrain – Advanced 
Students must obtain a minimum of 70% on all assessment categories to attain the Instructing 
in Avalanche Terrain - Advanced certificate. Failure in two assessment categories results in 
failure of the entire course despite a potential overall mark greater than 70%. 
 
Retest eligibility: If a student has failed in one of the assessment categories, they are eligible 
to retest the failed category. This applies to all categories except the Group Management 
assessment category. For example, if a student has an overall mark of 70% but has failed the 
Group Management assessment, the student has failed the entire course.  
The Communication assessment is an exception to the failing of two categories criterion. If a 
student fails the communication evaluation and another assessment category, they are eligible 
to retest both categories. 
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Advanced Weather, Avalanche Control Blasting, Avalanche 
Incident Management, Introduction to Snow Avalanche 
Mapping, Introduction to Weather (in-person), and RTAM 
To successfully complete and pass the above ITP courses, students must achieve an overall 
mark of 70% or greater.  
 
Introduction to Weather ONLINE 
To successfully complete the online iteration of Introduction to Weather, students must both 
pass the written assessment with a minimum grade of 70% and complete 100% of the online 
course content and modules by the stated course deadline. This participation expectation is 
treated equivalently to the 100% attendance requirement for classroom-based ITP courses. 
Retest Eligibility: Students are eligible for a retest if they fully complete all online course 
content by the course deadline but fail to meet the passing grade of the written exam.  
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Retest Procedures: In-Person Courses 
1. If a student has failed a course based on the descriptions above, is deemed eligible to 

retest by their course instructor(s), and wishes to retest, they must submit a written 
request via email to the ITP Coordinator (itpcoordinator@avalancheassociation.ca) to 
initiate retest bookings and payment as per the Retest fees. 

2. Students are required to read and agree to the Canadian Avalanche Association 
Release of Liability, Waiver of Claims, Assumption of Risk and Indemnity Agreement 
(the “Waiver”) as a condition of participating in any retest. By signing, you will waive or 
give up certain legal rights, including the right to sue for negligence, breach of contract, 
or breach of the Occupiers Liability Act, or claim compensation following an accident. 

a. The Waiver will be available for completion at the start of each retest. 
b. If the Waiver is not completed, the student will not be permitted to participate in 

the retest, and a refund will be provided. 
c. A copy of the Waiver (2 pages) is available for review below. PLEASE READ 

THE WAIVER CAREFULLY prior to registering for a retest: 
i. Release of Liability and Waiver 
ii. Convention de decharge- Quebec 

3. Once payment has been received, the student will be put in contact with an ITP 
instructor to determine the meeting location and time. 

4. Retests must be completed by the end of the following ITP operating season after which 
the student’s failed course took place. For example, if the student fails a course 
completed in December 2023 (the 2023-24 season), they will have until April 2025 (the 
end of the 2024-25 season) to complete their retest. 

5. The most current retest and evaluation guidelines will apply despite curricular changes. 
In the case of new evaluation procedures or significant course changes, students will be 
notified in advance of their retest and may be evaluated on the previous evaluation 
standards at the discretion of the ITP staff and retest instructor. 

6. Upon completion of the retest, the ITP retest instructor will update the ITP Coordinator in 
writing as to the student’s results and will return all retest materials to the CAA office. 

7. Successful retest students will receive a course certificate via mail from the CAA. 
8. Unsuccessful retest students will be required to re-take the original course. 

 
Cancellation equal to or less than two weeks prior to the retest date the student has 
committed to will result in a loss of the retest fee. 
 

Retest Procedures: Online Courses 
1. If a student has failed a course based on the description for Intro Weather Online above, 

is deemed eligible to retest by their course instructor(s), and wishes to retest, they must 
submit a written request via email to the ITP Coordinator 
(itpcoordinator@avalancheassociation.ca) to initiate retest bookings and payment as per 
the Retest fees. 

2. Once payment has been received, the student will be enrolled in the online retest 
module linked to their course. The student must complete this retest module with the 
minimum passing grade to successfully complete the course. 

3. The ITP Curriculum Specialist will grade the submitted retest and assess whether the 
student has successfully passed. 

4. If the student is deemed successful, their ITP certificate will be sent to them. If not, they 
will have to retake the original course in its entirety. 

mailto:itpcoordinator@avalancheassociation.ca
https://www.avalancheassociation.ca/page/Student_Resources?
https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.avalancheassociation.ca/resource/resmgr/itp_/release_-_caa_canadian_aval.pdf
https://www.avalancheassociation.ca/resource/resmgr/itp_forms/province_of_quebec_release_-.pdf
mailto:itpcoordinator@avalancheassociation.ca
https://www.avalancheassociation.ca/page/Student_Resources?
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